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THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE ELDERLY IN CHAMAIPORN SAENGKRACHANG’S
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the representations of the elderly in four of
Chamaiporn Saengkrachang’s Novels: Khunpoowaentato, Khunyaiwansah, Khunpoowaentataek,
and Amahbonkondo. The study found that Chamaiporn Saengkrachang showed an interesting
dimension of the representations of the elderly. The author stressed the revelation of the identity
of the elderly accepted by people and society, with roles both domestic and public prescribed for
the elderly. The elderly were depicted as those who accepted the changes of the modern world
interacting under various contexts, and who knew how to adjust themselves to the complex world
of the new generation without feeling alienated, isolated, and socially annihilated. At the same
time, the elderly were esteemed and meaningful, capable of self-reliance, able to look after their
own health. The representation of the elderly is therefore a picture of the dimension, liveliness,
hopefulness, heartening to any witnesses, with no burden added for others. It was a representation
suited to the expectation or ideal of members of society, no longer a marginal character

reproduced over and over.
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